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Frequently Asked Questions
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What is something unique about your school? One of the things that makes Happy Hands
unique is our atmosphere. We truly believe that every person who walks through our doors
becomes a part of our Happy Hands family and we will love your child unconditionally.

What is the student/teacher ratio? How long is your school day? 2s students have a
maximum of 8 in a class with a teacher and an aide (4/1 ratio); they meet for 1.5 hours twice a
week. Y3s students have a maximum of 10 in a class with a teacher and an aide (5/1 ratio); they
meet for 2 hours twice a week. 3s & 4s students have a maximum of 10 students in a class with
one teacher (10/1). 3s students meet for 2.5 hours twice a week; and 4s students meet for 2.5
hours three times a week. Students attending 3s and 4s morning classes also have an
opportunity to add on afternoon Enrichment classes.

What does a typical school day look like? When children enter school, they will be warmly
greeted by the director and then the classroom teacher. They may choose to begin their day with
an activity that has been set out on the table or they may choose to begin at one of our many
centers (eg, blocks & building, manipulatives, dramatic play, art, science, library, music, or
sensory play). As they explore and express their creativity, the teacher will pull aside students
individually or in small groups to work on projects. This way all students have an opportunity for
both free-play and one-on-one time with the teacher. They will also do some group activities, like
circle time and snack. Older students will enjoy separate rotations to Specials Classes
(computers, music, or motor).

What are Specials Classes? Young 3s, 3s & 4s students participate in a special Music class
each week. Accompanied by our pianist, they sing songs that correspond to our monthly themes.
Then our music teacher exposes them to some of the basics of musical expression, like rhythm,
dynamics, and tone. These students also enjoy a rotation to Motor (gym) class each week. They
start with stretches and yoga moves, then work a skill to help develop their large motor skills, and
finish with free-play on cars and bikes in our large multi-purpose room. 4s students also rotate to
a computer class where they use ipads to reinforce their academic growth, using kid-friendly
programs such as the Osmo learning systems. 2s students do not have separate rotations but do
enjoy music and motor activities with their classroom teachers.

What curriculum do you use? We use an integrated age-appropriate curriculum that has
evolved throughout the years at Happy Hands. It is based on a multi-sensory approach to
learning that centers around monthly themes and sub-themes. We have taken the best of
different teaching methodologies and combined them into a comprehensive learning program that
uses a hands-on approach, gentle teacher guidance, daily routines, free-play, repetition, group
sessions, and traditional academically-based practices. We recognize that each student learns
differently so our curriculum offers many different options.

Are religion classes included? We do not offer specific religious instruction but Christian
Values are incorporated into our every day routine and one special value is highlighted each
month. We sing praise songs, pray before snack-time, and talk about Jesus for religious holidays.
The pastor of the Lemont United Methodist Church and his wife may visit with the 3s & 4s
students briefly each month. We model love, teach kindness, and encourage helping others. All
children are welcome with open arms!



How do you accommodate kids with special needs or food allergies? Teachers will discuss
any special needs and develop an action plan with parents prior to the start of school. Food
allergies are posted in each classroom and on snack lists; allergy triggers are not allowed.
Parents are asked to provide an epinephrine injector if necessary.

How do you handle conflicts and encourage cooperation between students? We believe
that one of the best ways to handle conflict is to avoid it. If teachers see a situation that could
cause a conflict, they will try to redirect the students so that the conflict doesn’t occur. Teachers
remind students about the routine so that they can prepare for transitions. If conflict does arise,
the teacher will use a loving, age-appropriate method to deal with it. The first thing they will do is
make sure the students are safe. They may remind them of the rules, ask them to use their words
to talk it out, discuss feelings, or work together to negotiate a solution. The goal is for older
students to eventually be able to work it out themselves.

What kind of parent/family involvement do you have in your school? We have a parent
committee that assists with programs and provides guidance to the director. We welcome parent
volunteers in the classroom, chaperones for field trips (fall pumpkin patch & spring play), guest
readers, counters for our Trike-A-Thon, and more. We have several programs throughout the
year to which families are invited.

10.Do you do anything special on Holidays? It seems that there is always something special
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going on at Happy Hands! For educational celebrations like Veteran’s Day, students might do a
special project and teachers will provide age-appropriate explanations to help the children
understand the holiday. For religious holidays, we make sure to focus on the holy aspect of the
holiday as well as the fun. For example, at Christmas, Santa comes to visit and the children bring
non-perishable food items for Santa to give to children in need. We also have a guest reader tell
the Christmas story and our 4s students put on a Christmas program. For other holidays, we have
fun celebrations, like our Halloween parades and an overnight visit from the mischievous
leprechaun near St. Patrick’s Day. Sometimes we have a special day just because—like Pajama
Day and 4s Hawaiian Day. Of course, the most important celebrations are the ones where the
children are stars, like their own birthdays!

Do the students put on any Shows? Many families find our programs to be the highlight of the
Happy Hands school year. Special musical performances are held for some grades for
Halloween, Grandparents Day, Christmas, Easter, 3s Tea, Pre-K Graduation, and more. Our
biggest program/fundraiser is the winter Fashion Show, which includes all ages and is always a
favorite. It is designed around a special theme and children each get their moment to walk down
the runway to a description of their attire. Following the show, families enjoy raffles and more.

12.What are your registration dates, costs, and fees? Registration opens to the public at our

Registration Night on the first Thursday in February. Registration fees and Tuition vary by class
and will be available mid-January for the upcoming school year. More information and registration
forms can be found on our website: lemonthappyhands.com. For specifics, questions, or to
schedule a tour, contact us by email: lemonthappyhands@gmail.com or phone: 630-257-3112.




